378                     ECONOMIC HISTORY
authorities never for a moment relaxed their rigorous control
over industrial life, but strenuously carried out the strict
letter of their numerous and detailed regulations.    In all
ages the execution of laws has lagged behind the good
intentions with which they have been framed.    It is sufficient
if we can show that, speaking generally, the authority of the
municipality over the craft gilds was in theory almost invari-
ably recognized and in practice very frequently enforced.
More  significant  than  the  example  just   cited  was  the
attempt of the Tailors of Exeter to rid themselves of the
municipal yoke, and become an independent and self-govern-
ing body ' dividing the mayor's authority'.    In 1466 they
had been incorporated by Edward IV. and given a common
seal;   shortly afterwards they were involved in a bitter
quarrel with the rulers of the city, who condemned their
charter ' as prejudicial and against the liberties of the city'.
The Tailors were a powerful fraternity, whose members were
' men of good wealth and countenance ' and had seats on
the council;  they were therefore not inclined to make easy
submission.    The king was forced to intervene, and by his
award (1477) the gild was ordered to make no ordinances
prejudicial to the rights of the Church or the city.    The
city, however, was not satisfied, and in  1482 petitioned
Parliament against the gild, complaining that the mayor
no longer had the " entire rule, oversight and governance
of all merchants, mercers, drapers, grocers, tailors and all
other artificers . . '. and the correction and punishment of
all offences within the city by them ... or any other person
there committed ".    The petition was successful and an Act
of Parliament abolished the gild.    Afterwards a peace was
apparently patched up, for the gild was again revived and
no further trouble ensued x.    The struggle of the Tailors for
independence stands isolated, and the other gilds at Exeter
to all appearances made no attempt at  imitation.    The
Cordwainers (1482) acknowledged the authority of the muni-
cipality with a deference which indicated their complete
submission to its rule, and the jealousy of the governing
body of the town is shown by the fact that they were
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